It will be within your remembrances that this town was some years since greatly moved by a sensational trial before a Master in Lunacy, in which an attempt was made to save from himself a youth with an honored name. Liberty of the Subject was the popular cry, and after conflicting evidence, the popular will prevailed, and the free agent went rapidly to his doom. The counsel for the defence, in specious terms, said that the mistake about this young man's imbecility arose from a defect in his mouth, by which im-
perate. He poured from an ewer a stream of cold water over the occiput of the child; the convulsions ceased, the patient was rescued from impending death, but grew up to be an idiot. The friends of the child took up a position which involved a trial in a court of law, equivalent to an action for malpraxis against the medical man. By a judge's order, I, with other medical men, saw the child; and we were able to say not only that the child was an idiot then, but, by an examination of the mouth, to assert that the idiocity was embryonic as to date, that the convulsion was an epiplienomenon, and that the medical man was in n? way responsible for the mental condition of the child whose life he had rescued. Thus, by an appeal to physical conformation, we were able to date the mental defect, and to save the reputation of a medical brother from undeserved op probrium.
It will be within your remembrances that this town was some years since greatly moved by a sensational trial before a Master in Lunacy, in which an attempt was made to save from himself a youth with an honored name. Liberty of the Subject was the popular cry, and after conflicting evidence, the popular will prevailed, and the free agent went rapidly to his doom. The counsel for the defence, in specious terms, said that the mistake about this young man's imbecility arose from a defect in his mouth, by which im-perfect speech resulted idiocy; and that the roofed-palate I have described is the physical result of the pressure of the child's thumb against the palate. Banish fraitless sucking, and idiocy would be unknown. I believe this to be a thoroughly mistaken notion. Idiots are not much more prone to fruitless sucking than other children, and I have examined the palates of several fruitless suckers among the sane without finding the palatal defects I have described. I think it will require no argument to prove that the defects I have described are developmental defects, and that they betoken a cause long anterior to the time when sucking the thumb is practiced,, unless the habit be an intra-uterine one. The theory overlooks the whole bearing of hereditary influence, and of nervous shocks, and of physical illness to the pregnantworn an y as potent causes of imbecility in the offspring, and negatives the idea of the congenital nature of the ailment.
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